THICK RED TAPE

to prevail against his sense of justice. He was eminently, indeed,
a just man, and altogether incapable of that casuistry which gives
a gloss of humanity to self-seeking, and robs people for their own
good. He did not look upon the mis-government of a native State
as a valid reason for the absorption of its revenues, but thought
that British power might be exercised for the protection of the
oppressed, and British wisdom for the instruction and reformation
of their oppressors, without adding a few more thousand square
miles to the area of our British possessions, and a few more millions
of people to the great muster-roll of British subjects in the East.'1

Henry Lawrence was the ideal British ruler in India. Would
that all the Colonial Office officials of our generation had shared
his qualities!

Henry Lawrence, though entrusted with the highest civil admin-
istration beneath the Governor-Generalship, was a soldier. His
brother John was, perhaps significantly, an officer of the East
India Company's civil service.

cHe had achieved a high reputation as an administrator; as one
of .those hard-working, energetic, conscientious servants of the
State, who live ever with the harness on their back, to whom
labour is at once a duty and a delight, who do everything in a large
unstinted way, the Ironsides of the Public Service. . . . Right or
wrong he did all in accordance with the faith that was in him. . . .
Men said that he had no sentiment, no romance.52

John Lawrence was a great Englishman, but Henry was in-
comparably greater, and it is his name that will live immemori-
ally in India. There have been Henry and John Lawrences, on a
lesser scale, in every generation in India and in every great sphere
of British imperial rule; but it is safe to say that the increasing
centralization and urbanization of the raj in India made the
standards of John Lawrence paramount.

A NEW CASTE SYSTEM

This criticism of imperialist bureaucracy is certainly not a
criticism of men who run it because they are British. In fact, the

1 History of the Indian Mutiny of 1857-8, edited by Colonel Malleson, C.S.I,
Vol. I by Sir John Kaye, K.GS.L, F.R.S. (1898), p. 6.

2 Op. cit., pp. 37 and 45.

66